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What Is This Guide? 
 
This guide is a succinct yet powerful tool that covers the most important copywriting rules. 
These rules make content writing more interesting, crisp, and readable. This document is a 
companion to 3 writing guides that are available on Shawn’s website: 

• Mini Writing Guide 

• Tiny Writing Guide 
• 1-Page Writing Guide 

 
The rules presented here are from Shawn’s proprietary 19-page content article writing guide. 
He created that guide in 2009 and has continually updated and revised it since then. 
 
This guide is meant to be used with 3 other documents: Piece Prep Notes, Piece Writing 
Elements, and Headline Writing. These free documents can be found on 
www.ShawnCanWrite.com. 
 
Shawn is the creator of Shawn Solutions group of websites. Currently he focuses on content 
writing for websites and professional social media accounts. 
 
 

 

Distribute This Guide Freely 
 

You may transmit this document, in its entirety, in its original PDF form, to any party you wish. You may also reproduce it, 
as long as you reproduce it in whole in its original PDF form. 
 

Standard Boring Notice & Disclaimer 
 

(Legal statements are an unfortunate necessity for individuals and businesspeople to protect themselves.) 
 
Shawn Solutions is committed to helping people achieve their self-education.  For all intents and purposes you agree that 
this document’s content is to be considered "for entertainment purposes only".  This document is not intended for use as 
a source of professional advice of any kind.  Always consult a professional in the relevant field of expertise before taking 
any action – lawyer, accountant, financial planner, doctor, etc. 
 
Liability Disclaimer.  You acknowledge that you assume all risk associated with implementing or acting on any 
information/advice contained in this document, regardless of your interpretation of the information/advice.  Any ideas, 
advice, analysis, strategies, methods, or recommendations presented in this document are based on the author’s 
experience and research and may not produce for you the results they produced for the author.  Nothing contained in this 
document should be considered a guarantee of any kind, whether explicit or implicit.  You are responsible for your own 
actions and endeavors, based on your own discretion and own personal expense; and you are responsible for conducting 
your own due diligence regarding the safe and successful operation of your own life and business.   
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Focus on the reader and the reader’s benefit 

• “You” = a lot. 

• “I” and “me” = seldom. 

• “We/Us” more than “I”. 

• Use ‘because’ sometimes. 

• Use ‘so you can’ sometimes. 

• Focus on the results for the reader. 

• Tell the reader what to do to obtain the results. 
 

Phrases & Sentences 

• No ultra-long sentences. 

• No cliches. 
 

Word choice 

• Single words instead of phrases that mean the same thing. 

• Conversational and informal – style, words, slang, contractions, fragments. 

• Use verbs and adjectives, not noun forms (nominalizations). 

• Use nouns instead of adjectives when possible. 

• Say what things are, now what things are not. 

• Strong statements, not tentative or qualified statements. 

• Super-specific words. 

• “You” when writing about desires, strengths, and other positive tendencies; and for asking 
questions. 

• “We/Us” when writing about fears, weaknesses, negative tendencies, and such. 

• “am”, “is”, “are”, “was”, “were”, “be”, “been”, “have”, “has”, “had” = seldom. 

• NO: 
o unnecessary that 
o redundant words  
o jargon  
o there is/are, here is/are, it is  
o going to  
o I think, I hope, in my experience, etc.  
o possibly, maybe, not sure, somewhat, sometimes, may, might, some people, etc.  
o a lot, kind of, just  
o really, very, completely, not + adjective (use power adjectives) 
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Let’s Connect! 
 

I like to connect with, and learn from, all kinds of interesting 
people. 
 
Find me on LinkedIn: 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dsforsythe 

 
 
 

Want Other Useful Materials? 
 

I want to help as many people as possible with my free no-
nonsense materials. 
 
Get more free materials: 
 
www.ShawnCanWrite.com/secret-guides 
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